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however, the feeling of disappointment and boredom among his audience communicated itself to him. He lost confidence ; his beautiful reading began to decline in pathos and interest; and when at last he finished, and, glancing at the downcast faces round him, found that even Laure could not look up at him with a smile of congratulation, he felt a chill at his  heart, and  knew that he had not triumphed after all.    Nevertheless, he very naturally rebelled against the  strongly expressed adverse judgment of his  enemy of the copying-clerk proposal, and begged to be allowed to appeal to a competent and impartial critic.   To this request his father assented, and M. Surville, who was now engaged to Laure, proposed  that   M.   Andrieux, of  the   Academic Frainjaise, formerly his own master at  the Ecole Polytechnique, should be asked to give an opinion. Honore, his sister says, " accepted this literary elder as sovereign judge," no doubt hoping against hope that a really cultured man would see those beauties which  were unfortunately hidden  from the eyes of the  unintellectual inhabitants   of Villeparisis. However, the   verdict of  M.  Andrieux  was,   if possible,   more crushing than  any of the  events which had preceded it.    In the honest opinion of this expert, the author of " Cromwell " ought to do anything, no matter what, except literature.
Honore had asked for an impartial judgment, and had promised to abide by it. His discomfiture and sense of failure ought therefore to have been complete. Genius does not, however, follow the